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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ MARCH 20, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Hebrews 1:1-3 ESV 

 SONG – 197. Rejoice, the Lord Is King (1st, 2nd & 3rd verses) 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – By Faith 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Leviticus 4 ESV  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

LEADER:   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed,  

CONGREGATION:  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

LEADER:   We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

CONGREGATION:  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

LEADER:   We are truly sorry and we humbly repent,  

CONGREGATION:  for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us;  

LEADER:   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

CONGREGATION:  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 SONG – Before the Throne of God Above 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 8:19-39 ESV   

 SONG – 277. Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated (1st, 2nd & 4th verses) 

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING – Romans 15:5-7 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (Chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 PRAYER 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

  

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 ESV 

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 SCRIPTURE READING – Psalm 23 ESV 

 SONG – 252. Glory Be To the Father [Gloria Patri] 

 BENEDICTION – 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

In many films after all the fights, misunderstandings, reconciliations, evil deeds, narrow 
escapes, heroism, foolishness, and wisdom, there is a quiet ending that sums it all up, often 
without words.  I have always felt that the Lord’s Supper is like that. 

In our worship service, the Supper comes at the end, before the benediction. We use some 
words to explain the sacrament, but for the most part, the sacrament is an image. The 
bread is broken and distributed to those who have received Jesus by faith. We eat together. 
Then we drink the cup as well. 

When I introduce the sacrament, I usually connect it with the sermon. Our sermons, of 
course, range over the whole of Scripture. But it is never difficult to connect them to the 
Lord’s Supper, because the Lord’s Supper is the whole Bible in summary form.  In the 
Lord’s Supper, God gives us gifts of his good creation, which nourish our bodies, but 
broken they represent the death of the Son of God, the result of man’s fall into sin. But the 
image is not only death, but death as redemption — Jesus enduring death for sinners, for 
us who killed him. And in the Supper, we also look to the future: As Paul says, we 
“proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Cor 11:26). 

This redemption is the whole meaning of the Bible. Whatever the preacher preaches on, if 
he’s preaching rightly, he’s preaching Christ (Lk 24:27). If he preaches God’s moral law, 
he’s preaching how the fall has injured us, why we need to turn to Christ in faith, and how 
the Lord wants his redeemed people to live. If the preacher speaks about Israel’s history, 
he’s telling us how God prepared the earth for the coming of Jesus and for his sacrifice for 
sin. When he preaches from the book of Acts, he is telling us how God made his word to 
grow throughout the world, as believers set out to proclaim the Lord’s death “until he 
comes.” 

What is true of the sermon is also true of the hymns and prayers in our worship service: 
They too drive into our hearts the gospel of God’s wonderful grace. God, who is perfectly 
holy, showed his amazing grace by sending his dear Son to give his life for us. We confess 
our sins, acknowledging that we have no hope of having eternal fellowship with God and 
one another, apart from what Jesus did for us. In our church we “greet one another” 
(Romans 16:16) after the confession of sin, confessing that the gospel is the very basis of 
our friendship and brotherhood. If someone is baptized, he is baptized into Christ, 
symbolizing our cleansing from sin through Jesus’s work. 

The Bible does not specify a single liturgy or order of events in worship that all churches 
must follow. My point, though, is that however we arrange the specifics, the service is all 
about Jesus and all about his sacrifice for us.  So at the end we sum it all up with one 
humble, but glorious image: the bread and the cup, proclaiming the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

Source – “The Whole Bible in One Meal” by John Frame 

“Every moment of loss should become a moment of 
thanksgiving for what I had been given.” 

~   R.C. Sproul, Jr.   ~ 


