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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ MAY 22, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 103:8-17 ESV 

LEADER:  The LORD is merciful and gracious,  

CONGREGATION:  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

LEADER:  He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.  

CONGREGATION:  He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay 
us according to our iniquities.  

LEADER:  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him;  

CONGREGATION:  as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove 
our transgressions from us.  

LEADER:  As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows 
compassion to those who fear him.  

CONGREGATION:  For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.   

LEADER:  As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the 
field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no 
more.   

CONGREGATION:  But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness 
to children's children,  

 SONG – I Hear the Words of Love (1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th verses) 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – 252. Glory Be to the Father [Gloria Patri] 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Leviticus 23 ESV  

 SONG – 277. Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated (1st & 3rd verses) 

 SONG – 275. I Surrender All (1st & 3rd verses) 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 11:1-14 ESV   

 SONG – 54. Great is Thy Faithfulness (1st & 3rd verses) 

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING –  John 15:12-17 ESV  

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (Chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS & PRAYER  

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 ESV 

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BENEDICTION –  Ephesians 3:20-21 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

To say that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone is the essence of 
the gospel. Our fundamental hope in life and death is that we are saved by God's grace and 
not by our efforts. And one of the wonders of God's grace is that it abounds to us 
through means.  

From our conversion to Christ to our ongoing transformation into his image, God uses 
divinely appointed means to sanctify us.  So we should rightly point to such means, 
promote them, and rejoice in them as God's gifts to us. 

Sure, there is the danger of practicing spiritual disciplines as an end in themselves. But 
there is also a danger of neglecting the means of grace (forgoing spiritual growth and 
health as a result) for fear of misusing them.   

“Give all diligence in the use of the means of grace, if you desire a flourishing state of 
soul. They are the divinely appointed channels of conveyance from the Fountain. They 
are the tributary streams from the Great Ocean. You cannot possibly maintain a 
healthy, vigorous state of the inner life, without them. You cannot neglect, with 
impunity, private prayer, meditation, and self-examination; or public ordinances—the 
ministry of the Word, the services of the sanctuary, the assemblies of the saints. A slight 
thrown upon these must entail a severe loss to your soul. Some professors can go from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, plunged in worldliness, or eager in the pursuit of gain, in total 
neglect of the prayer-meeting, or of the weekly Bible lecture—those needed rests and 
hallowed pauses in the way—as if there were no such appointments. These are among 
the things which weaken the hands, and discourage the heart... 
 
But a more painful calamity even than this, is the dryness, deadness, and barrenness 
which this neglect brings into their own souls.” 

Octavius Winslow, The Inner Life 

Lean into the means of grace that you may lean on Jesus himself. You know the promise 
stands that if we seek we will find. But where will you look for Christ? How will you lay 
hold of him by faith if you neglect these gifts?  Open that Bible, hit your knees, gather with 
the saints, not to check duties off a list, but to cling to Jesus himself. 

Source – “The Means of Grace” by Joe Thorn 

“He is your friend who pushes you nearer to God.” 

~ Abraham Kuyper ~ 


