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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 121 ESV  

LEADER:  I lift up my eyes to the hills.   From where does my help come? 

CONGREGATION:   My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. 

LEADER:  He will not let your foot be moved;  

CONGREGATION:   he who keeps you will not slumber. 

LEADER:  Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.   

CONGREGATION:   The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your 
right hand.   

LEADER:  The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  The Lord will 
keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 

CONGREGATION:   from this time forth and forevermore. 

 SONG – 54. Great Is Thy Faithfulness (1st & 3rd verses) 

 PRAYER 

 SONG – 3.  Worthy of Worship, Worthy of Praise (1st verse and chorus) 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Numbers 25 ESV  

 SONG – 547. I Stand Amazed in the Presence (1st, 3rd & 4th verses) 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 18:9-43 ESV 

 SONG – All I Have is Christ 

 PRAYER    

 SCRIPTURE READING – John 17:20-26 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!   

 SONG – 386. Family of God (chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 PRAYER     

 SERMON TEXT – Genesis 2:4-25 ESV   

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 PRAYER 

 BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 ESV 

LORD’S DAY MEDITATION 

A couple years ago, our six-year-old daughter came home from school and announced, 
“Miss H. says she’s not tying any more shoes after Christmas.  David started to fuss and 
whine about needing help with his shoes, and Miss H. said, ‘David, life is full of hard 
things.’ That’s what she says all the time.” 

Miss H. is a wise woman. I’ve often thought of her simple and straightforward words to 
little David and pondered how they really are a lesson for all of life. Life is full of hard 
things. You have to learn to tie your own shoes, make your own bed, study hard, cook 
meals, care for sick children, work for a living, and deal with the various thorns and 
thistles of life. 

This reality raises the question of how we deal with such hardships when they arise. Will 
we shut down in discouragement when things do not go our way or persevere in faith 
through whatever trial is on our path? Christians are not exempt from troubles. In fact, 
we’re promised troubles for the very fact that we follow Christ (John 15:20). Yet often, our 
responses to the trials in our lives reveal that we think we deserve something better. 

We’re looked over for a promotion and automatically think the worst of our bosses and the 
person who got the job instead. Or we’re mocked for our faith and respond with 
resentment — toward others and even God himself.  Even in the devastating trauma of 
miscarriage we can interrogate God for blessing others with multiple children, while we’re 
left with empty arms. 

We’re talking about trials far more severe than a rained-out picnic. And yet, even here, 
complaints of soggy sandwiches and parkside puddles reveal our sinful sense of 
entitlement towards having our “rights” fulfilled. And when we don’t get them, we can 
have our own temper tantrums in a hundred different ways. 

In the book of 1 Peter, we’re exhorted to respond to the difficulties in our lives in a 
completely foreign and counter-cultural way: 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12–
13) 

Peter is calling us to have a heavenward focus in this life. Trials will surely come, and we 
should not be caught off guard. In fact, they’re the very thing God uses to test our faith. 

And we are not just to endure the hardships, but actually rejoice in the very suffering we 
experience, knowing that through suffering hard things in this life, we taste a small 
portion of the bitter cup Jesus endured when he was hung on the cross for the sake of our 
sins. God is using this difficulty to shape us to be more like his Son. 

Maybe you are blessed right now to be in a sunny season of life, far from trials. If so, be 
grateful and praise God. But also know that trials will one day enter your life and are the 
very means God uses to mold us into his image. Whether you’re facing trials now — or 
preparing for the trials that will eventually come — rejoice, knowing that through every 
hard thing we suffer in life, we share with Christ. 

Source:  God Fills Our Lives with Trials by Stacey Reaoch 

 


