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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ JULY 10, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Ephesians 1:3-14 ESV 

 SONG – Come Praise and Glorify 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – 4. To God be the Glory (1st verse) 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Numbers 11 ESV  

 SONG –  In Christ Alone 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 14:1-24 ESV   

 SONG – 307. Just As I Am (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th verses) 

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING –  Philippians 2:1-4 ESV  

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!   

 SONG – 386. Family of God (chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 PRAYER   

 SERMON TEXT – Matthew 6:5-14 ESV  

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BENEDICTION –  Psalm 20:1-8 ESV 

We’re not Christians because we think we’re good. 

We’re Christians because we know we're not. 

~ Sam Allberry ~ 

Lord’s Day Meditation 
I recently performed the wedding of one of my best friends.  We decided that simple, short, 

and sweet was the best route to take.  Five to seven minutes max.  Nothing fancy.  I talked 

briefly on the mystery of marriage as an earthly symbol of a cosmic reality. God became 

man and died in our place to purify us for himself. He lay himself down for us to make us 

righteous.  Everything went according to plan and we were out of there within six minutes.  

A week later my friend called to ask me for my notes from his wedding. His aunt, for whom 

he had been praying to come to saving faith in Christ, had been impacted by my sermon and 

wanted to have a copy for herself. That call caught me off guard. I was simultaneously 

overjoyed and surprised that God would use my words to draw people to himself – like I had 

prayed for him to – even though everything seemed pretty normal that day and I never felt 

him supernaturally at work. 

“Lord, do something so amazing here today that the only explanation could be that you did 

it. Do immeasurably more than we could ask or imagine.”  I have prayed like this more times 

than I can count, asking God to move in power and change people’s hearts.  But that call 

made me realize that while I pray these things, I don’t honestly expect God to actually do it. 

I eagerly desire to see God move, but don’t even know what it would look like if He did. I 

always assume it will look supernaturally spectacular, saturating all my senses; that I will 

feel it enveloping my emotions.  But much of the time this is not my experience.  So there is a 

cynicism at work in my heart, whispering in my ear that it’s up to me, and the best that I 

should expect is for everything to go according to plan. If I put together the perfect order of 

worship – including just the right songs, well thought out prayers, and scripture readings – 

and our team executes it as flawlessly as possible, then God will send down “that feeling we 

get in worship” and we will all exclaim “surely God is in this place!” 

There are more problems with this than I can count, but I will mention two.  1.) With the 

right sound system, light show and song selection, you can make someone feel just about 

anything you want, without God ever being in the room in any kind of special way. Just go 

to a major concert and you will know what I mean.  2.) Feelings are fleeting and fickle. 

Could my feelings really be an accurate thermometer for spiritual activity when they are 

constantly changing depending on what I ate the night before or what my bank account 

looks like?  Corporate worship is not about getting some feeling. It’s about getting God. 

God is an emotional being who has made us emotional beings and he cares about how we 

respond to him emotionally. He wants us to love him with all our hearts.   Yet he is not so 

much concerned with scratching our emotional itch as he is giving us himself.  This is our 

starting place – the truth we respond to with all we are.   

God gave us Jesus, our Spotless Lamb and great High Priest, who takes away our sins and 

makes a way to the Father.  He gave us the Holy Spirit to remove our hearts of stone and 

give us new hearts of flesh that can respond to the truth and be set free by it.  He gave us the 

Church – his body, and a new family we can gather with to hear the Gospel and declare the 

greatness of God; a place where we can be honest about who we are with God and each 

other.   

God is constantly inviting us into his presence, promising that when we gather as his called 

out people to worship him in Spirit and Truth, his presence will be with us in a special way to 

empower, fill, and transform us. He wants to meet with us. It makes him happy to do so.  We 

don’t need our feelings to prove that. We have the cross.  We don’t have to conjure fake 

sensational experiences or try to coax God into giving us a feeling. We can trust him to give 

us something better.   

Source – “Expecting God for More Than a Feeling” by Stephen Miller  


