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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ MARCH 27, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 24:3-5, 7-10 ESV 

LEADER:  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  And who shall stand in his holy 
place? 

CONGREGATION:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

LEADER:  who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 

CONGREGATION:  He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation. 

LEADER:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory? 

CONGREGATION:  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 

LEADER:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory? 

CONGREGATION:  The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!  

LEADER:  Selah 

 SONG – 159. Christ the Lord is Risen Today (1st verse) 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – 160. Low in the Grave He Lay (1st verse) 

 SONG – 161. Crown Him with Many Crowns (1st & 2nd verses) 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Psalm 22 ESV  

 SONG – O to See the Dawn (Power of the Cross) 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – John 10:1-18 ESV   

 SONG – 407. Because He Lives (1st verse) 

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING –  Romans 13:8-10 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (Chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 PRAYER 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 15:12-28 ESV 

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 SCRIPTURE READING – Psalm 23 ESV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BENEDICTION –   Hebrews 13:20-21 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

The word on the street that Sunday was almost too good to be true. This was so 
unexpected, so stupendous, such a dramatic reversal of the heartbreak and devastation of 
the previous three days. This would take days to sink it.  In some ways, it would take his 
disciples the rest of their lives to grasp the impact of this news. He has risen. Indeed, for all 
eternity his people still will stand in awe of the love of God on display in Christ’s death, 
and the power of God bursting forth in his resurrection. 

The initial report left them in shock. Astonishment seized them. That’s what Easter does to 
the human soul when we own up to the reality of its message. That’s how explosive, how 
cataclysmic, how world-shattering it is that Jesus is alive.   

But what now of his passion? What of his excruciating agony at Golgotha? As C.S. Lewis 
says, the dawning of this resurrection age “will turn even that agony into a glory.” Now 
Joy has triumphed over sorrow. Day finally has dominion over night.  Christ, through 
death, has destroyed the one who had the power of death (Heb 2:14). Death is swallowed 
up in victory (1 Cor 15:54).  Easter now has become our annual dress rehearsal for that 
great coming Day when our perishable bodies will put on the imperishable, when the 
mortal finally puts on immortality.  Easter is our foretaste of glory divine.   

Indeed, every agony will turn to glory, but Easter doesn’t suppress our pain. It doesn’t 
minimize our loss. It bids our burdens stand as they are, in all their weight, with all their 
threats. And this risen Christ, with the brilliance of indestructible life in his eyes, says, 
“These too I will claim in the victory. These too will serve your joy. These too, even these, I 
can make an occasion for rejoicing. I have overcome, and you will more than conquer.” 

Easter is not an occasion to repress whatever ails you and put on a happy face. Rather, the 
joy of Easter speaks tenderly to the pains that plague you. Whatever loss you lament, 
whatever burden weighs you down, Easter says, “It will not always be this way for you. 
The new age has begun. Jesus has risen, and the kingdom of the Messiah is here. He has 
conquered death and sin and hell. He is alive and on his throne. And he is putting your 
enemies, all your enemies, under his feet.” 

Not only will he remedy what’s wrong in your life and bring glorious order to the mess 
and vanquish your foe, but he will make your pain, your grief, your loss, your burden, 
through the deep magic of resurrection, to be a real ingredient in your everlasting joy. You 
will not only conquer this one day soon, but you will be more than a conqueror (Rom 
8:37). 

When he wipes away every tear, our faces glisten more brilliantly than if we never would 
have cried.  Easter announces, in the voice of the risen Christ, “Your sorrow will turn into 
joy” (Jn 16:20) and “no one will take your joy from you” (Jn 16:22).  Easter says that the 
one who has conquered death has now made it the servant of our joy. 

Source – “The Triumph of Joy” by David Mathis 


