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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ MAY 8, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 100 ESV 

LEADER:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!    

CONGREGATION:  Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence 
with singing!      

LEADER:  Know that the Lord, he is God! 

CONGREGATION:  It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. 

LEADER:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  Give thanks 
to him; bless his name! 

CONGREGATION:  For the Lord is good; 

LEADER:  his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 SONG – 227. Praise Him! Praise Him! (1st, 2nd & 3rd verses) 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – 252. Glory Be To the Father [Gloria Patri] 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Leviticus 20 ESV  

 SONG – See He Comes 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 10:38-42 ESV   

 SONG – All I Have is Christ 

 PRAYER  

 SCRIPTURE READING –  1 John 3:21-23 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (Chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 PRAYER  

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 14 ESV 

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BAPTISM OF MYA PFLASTERER 

 BENEDICTION –  2 Corinthians 13:14 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

You don’t have to be brilliant to show people who Jesus really is. Most people don’t come to 
Christ through the sophisticated arguments of top-tier philosophers or theologians, but 
through the faithful pointing by an ordinary person to the extraordinary brilliance of Jesus 
as he reveals himself in Scripture.  More people come to know and love Jesus Christ simply 
by reading the Bible than anything else. 

What happens when people read the Bible and are radically transformed into followers of 
Jesus is that they see him. Paul calls our true eyes the “eyes of [the] heart” (Ephesians 1:18) 
or the eyes of the mind (2 Corinthians 4:4). These are the eyes designed to see reality, what 
we call truth. And they either see truth or, if the god of this world has his way, they instead 
see a counterfeit posing as the truth: 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:3–4) 

Jesus is the truth (John 14:6), which is also why he is called the Word (John 1:1) and the 
light of the world (John 1:5). But seeing Jesus with true eyes only happens when people 
behold him in (or through) the truth he speaks — “the light of the gospel.” 

That’s why the most effective apologetic approach that most of us can employ is some form 
of what Philip used to counter Nathaniel’s skepticism: “Come and see” (John 1:46). More 
than anything, we want to invite people to the self-authenticating revelation of Jesus Christ 
in the Bible. We want to help them look at the Book.  

The glory of God’s supremely majestic strength and his supremely humble meekness 
matches the God-designed template of the human heart. And when people look at the Book, 
if the Lord grants their heart-eyes sight, that’s what they will see revealed there. They will 
discover the One they were designed to know and love more than any other. 

This is simply an encouragement to us not to undervalue the power of the Bible. For us 
ordinary mortals it can be tempting to think that we need to attend more seminars, classes, 
or conferences, or we need to read more apologetic or evangelism books before we’re ready 
to share our faith. These can be helpful, but the power to help people really see Jesus isn’t 
resident in techniques or cultural knowledge or historical or logical defense arguments. It’s 
in the Bible. 

What we really need is confidence in the Bible. It is the only Spirit-inspired, Spirit-crafted, 
Spirit-preserved, self-authenticating revelation of God in Jesus Christ. It is the most 
influential Book of all time and most of the Christians in the world have seen the glory of 
Jesus in it because some faithful, ordinary person pointed them to it. 

So go ahead and take that hesitant step of faith. Point someone to where all the beauty 
comes from. Help them look at the extraordinary Book. 

Source – “The Most Powerful Apologetic Tool in the World” by Jon Bloom 

“I maintain that to tell a person they are born again while 
they live in carelessness or sin is a dangerous delusion.” 

~ J.C. Ryle ~ 


