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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ JUNE 12, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Colossians 3:1-4 ESV 

LEADER:    

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory. 

 SONG – Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery 

 PRAYER  

 SONG – 252. Glory Be to the Father [Gloria Patri] 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Leviticus 25:25-55 ESV  

 SONG – 175. Man of Sorrows, What a Name (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th verses) 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 12:13-34 ESV   

 SONG – By Faith  

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING –  Romans 13:8-10 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 PRAYER  

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 ESV  

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer]  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BENEDICTION –  Jude 1:24-25 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

There are days when it is hard to read the news. I open my browser and see another set of 

headlines, I open my blog reader and see another collection of stories, and I despair.  If it is 

not wars and rumors of war, it is other indicators that this world is sick and dying and in 

its death throes.  A scan of recent headlines reminds me why I sometimes just want to climb 

straight back in bed.   

Whether or not the world is worse today than it once was is a matter for historians to 

debate, I suppose. What is clear enough to any observant Christian is that it is bad right 

now. Really bad. The world seems hell bent on bringing hell to earth. Millions of unborn 

children are viciously slaughtered in an infanticidal holocaust that now spans the globe. 

Marriage is being redefined so broadly that the very institution has nearly lost its meaning 

and significance. The good plan and purpose of God displayed in male and female is denied 

while transgenderism and androgyny are celebrated. The politicians we admire are 

belittled and beaten by ones who frighten and grieve us. Science proclaims that this world 

came into being without design or designer, that it exists without purpose, and that it will 

end with a meaningless fizzle. It’s hard to read it all and it’s agonizing to feel it all. 

Everywhere I look it looks like evil is winning.   

Is evil winning? I don’t believe it. I can’t believe it. Not when I break from the bad news to 

focus on the good news. The despair retreats in the face of truth. The truth I preach to 

myself again and again is this: The gospel was given for a time like this. 

When God gave us the gospel, he knew the times that would come. He knew that just 

months after the culmination of the gospel in the cross of Christ people would turn on 

Christians and begin to persecute them. But that was okay, because the gospel was for a 

time like that. When those early believers scattered from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria 

they took the gospel with them. They proclaimed it, they lived it, they fed off of it, and it 

sustained them. Later the whole Roman Empire turned on those Christians, but that was 

okay, because the gospel was for a time like that too. Through times of persecution the 

gospel spread to new lands and took deeper root in the lands in which it had already been 

planted. The blood of the martyrs proved to be seed that sprang up into a great gospel 

harvest. And so it has gone in age after age and era after era.   

The gospel is for times of hardship and persecution, but also for times of moral confusion.  

The gospel was not given to a world without sin, without confusion, without difficulty and 

persecution—that world needs no gospel. The gospel was given to a world like this one, a 

world marked by every kind of pain and perversity. This world needs a gospel and, praise 

God!, he gave us one. He gave us the gospel of his Son. No matter how bad the news around 

us gets, that good news gospel is better. 

Source – “The Gospel Was Given for a Time Like This” by Tim Challies 

“When Satan tempts, as he has from the beginning,                    
he tempts us to think we can have true happiness        

apart from God.” 

~ Burk Parsons ~ 


