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Welcome to First Baptist Church 

“Making much of Jesus among the peoples of the Earth,                            
Starting with the people next door.” 

We’re glad you’re here! 

W W W . F I R S T B A P T I S T E L S B E R R Y . C O M  

Sam Byers & Greg Pflasterer – Elders (also called pastors) 

Keith Palmer, John Throgmorton & Jerry Wagner - Deacons  

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~ FEBRUARY 28, 2016 

 WELCOME – Grace and Peace to you! 

 CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 92:1-2, 4-10, 12-13 ESV 

LEADER:  It is good to give thanks to the LORD,  

CONGREGATION:  to sing praises to your name, O Most High;  

LEADER:  to declare your steadfast love in the morning,  

CONGREGATION:  and your faithfulness by night,  

LEADER:  For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;  

CONGREGATION:  at the works of your hands I sing for joy.  

LEADER:  How great are your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep! The 
stupid man cannot know; the fool cannot understand this:  

CONGREGATION:  that though the wicked sprout like grass and all evildoers 
flourish, they are doomed to destruction forever; 

LEADER:  but you, O LORD, are on high forever. For behold, your enemies, O LORD, 
for behold, your enemies shall perish;  

CONGREGATION:  all evildoers shall be scattered.  

LEADER:  But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox;  

CONGREGATION:  you have poured over me fresh oil. 

LEADER:  The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  

CONGREGATION:  They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish 
in the courts of our God.  

 SONG – 252. Glory Be to the Father [Gloria Patri] 

 PRAYER 

 SONG – Behold Our God 

 SONG – O to See the Dawn (Power of the Cross) 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING – Exodus 39:32-42 ESV  

 SONG – Speak, O Lord 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 7:1-35 ESV   

 SONG – 412. My Faith Has Found a Resting Place (1st, 3rd & 4th verses) 

 PRAYER   

 SCRIPTURE READING – 2 Corinthians 13:11-12 ESV 

 PASSING OF PEACE – Let us welcome and greet each other!  

 SONG – 386. Family of God (Chorus only)  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 PRAYER 

 SERMON TEXT – 1 Corinthians 10:1-22 ESV 

 TIME OF RESPONSE [The Lord’s Supper, Offering, Prayer] 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:6-13 KJV 

 SONG – 253. Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow [The Doxology] 

 BENEDICTION – Psalm 115:12-15 ESV 

Lord’s Day Meditation 

In the first chapters of Genesis, God had no competition for the affection of His creatures. 
Humanity found its meaning, purpose, and happiness in God. God was God; everything 
else wasn’t. And everyone knew it. The fall tragically changed that.  We turned from God, 
the one true source of happiness, to false gods of every imaginable description.  

False gods are anything we praise, celebrate, fixate on, and look to for help that’s not the 
true God. One term describes and unites them all—idols. To grasp a biblical theology of 
happiness, we must understand the nature and extent of our constant temptations toward 
idolatry.  Because we all sinned in Adam (see Rom. 5:12-14), we all became idolaters in 
Adam. Idolatry is woven into our very nature. John Calvin said, “The human heart is a 
factory of idols. Every one of us is, from his mother’s womb, an expert in inventing idols.” 

God created things as means to help us delight in Him. The problems start when we believe 
we can find more happiness in God’s creation than in God Himself. Those who seek 
happiness in false gods end up sacrificing their integrity, their families, their culture, and 
the very happiness they crave. 

When we see the fulfillment of a desire as a gift and gratefully enjoy it for God’s glory, we 
find satisfying happiness. When we chase only the desire, we become miserable, enslaved to 
the very thing God intended as a gift.  

Idolatry isn’t just wrong; it also doesn’t work.  Every temptation uses false happiness as 
bait. A woman told me, “I left my family to find happiness. It didn’t last, and I sacrificed the 
greatest happiness I’d ever known.” In the name of momentary happiness, she made choices 
that brought her despair. 

The one way to avoid idolatry is to take the most pleasure in the one true God. Once we 
recognize our idols, we must destroy them, exalting God alone. Only then can we know true 
and lasting happiness—the kind that all lesser pleasures are only shadows of. God calls 
each of us to demolish our idols and live our lives bringing glory to Him alone. 

Source – “Turning from Idols to Find True Happiness in God” by Randy Alcorn 

“God is glorified not only by His glory’s being seen,              
but by its being rejoiced in.” 

~   Jonathan Edwards   ~ 


